
March 17, 2021

Dear Fox Chapel Area Family,

Happy St. Patrick’s Day! With much hard work and care (and, yes, maybe even a little bit of
luck!), we returned our pre-kindergarten, Dorseyville Middle School, and Fox Chapel Area High
School students to five-day-a-week in-person instruction on Monday with layered COVID-19
mitigation efforts remaining in place in all of our buildings. Getting to this point would not have
been possible without the support and diligence of our students, families, faculty and staff,
administrative team, and the Fox Chapel Area School Board. Now, our focus shifts to keeping
our students in our schools full time.

With spring break approaching at the end of the month, I’d like to remind our parents and
guardians of the importance of continuing to practice key safety precautions, such as keeping a
physical distance, limiting interactions with those outside your household, and curbing
unnecessary travel. Now is not the time to let our guards down! We hope that you all enjoy
some time away from your normal routines and relax, but please do so in a safe manner.

I’d like to end this week’s message by recognizing some achievements and outstanding work by
a number of our students, faculty, and staff members.

● Congratulations to Fox Chapel Area High School senior David Manelis for winning a gold
medal at the Class 3A PIAA diving championships this past weekend. David will continue
his diving career at West Point in the fall. We’re so proud of David’s state title, and we
wish him all the best as he prepares for his future academic and athletic endeavors.

● Members of the Best Buddies organization at Dorseyville Middle School raised $280 for
Special Olympics during a recent “Polar Pop” event, a twist on Special Olympics’ annual
Polar Plunge fundraisers. During the “Polar Pop” event, students paid $1 and got the
chance to pop a confetti-filled balloon over their heads or that of a classmate or a staff
member. Kudos to these students and their faculty sponsors for finding a fun and
meaningful way to help others and continue the spirit of giving that’s so alive here at Fox
Chapel Area.

● Identifying a way to bolster social and emotional learning efforts, members of Kerr
Elementary School’s fifth-grade Student Change Committee designed a website for
students to access when they have downtime, feel stressed, or want to try something
new. The site offers links to art, music, virtual exhibits, and mindfulness activities. What a
smart, innovative way to engage our students and further our work on educating the
whole child!

Until next week, Fox Chapel Area, be happy and well.

Sincerely,



Dr. Mary Catherine Reljac
Superintendent


